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SIGNING  
cont. from p.1

PINE GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, MAGEE 
MS.  SEEKING BI-VOCATIONAL PASTOR 
AND MUSIC DIRECTOR Resumes to 124, 
Gaithersburg Johnson Rd Magee,MS. 39111 
or email  pine.grove.baptist@att.net
FBC POLKVILLE IS ACCEPTING 
RESUMES FOR A BI-VOCATIONAL MIN-
ISTER OF MUSIC.  Please send resumes to 
6670 Highway 13 Morton, MS 39117 or email 
them to firstbaptistpolkville@gmail.com.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ELLISVILLE 
SEEKING AN INTERIM STUDENT PAS-
TOR. Email resume to Twig Dalton- ladal-
ton73@gmail.com. Position description is 
available upon request.
CUMBERLAND BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
MABEN, MS IS SEARCHING FOR A PART 
TIME STUDENT MINISTER/WORSHIP 
LEADER  If interested Call Chris @ 662-617-
0293 or Email a resume to cbarrowpreach@
gmail.com

SEEKING A FULL-TIME PASTOR – 
BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH. Located at 
Meridian, MS in the Whynot community of 
Southern Lauderdale County.  Please email 
resume to office@whynotbethany.org or 
mail to Bethany Baptist Church, 4475 Ponds 
Road, Meridian, MS 39301. 
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH OF BYRAM 
IS SEEKING A FULL-TIME PASTOR.  
Please send resumes to: P.O. Box 720030, 
Byram, MS 39272, attn.: Pastor Committee.
MEADOWVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH/
STARKVILLE MS IS SEEKING A FULL 
TIME MINISTER OF YOUTH: Basic require-
ments include a minimum of an associate’s 
degree and two years related ministerial 
experience/training.  Resumes may be 
submitted to info@mbcstark.com or mailed 
to 300 Linden Circle, Starkville, MS 39759.  
For information call 662-769-4188 or visit 
http://mbcstark.com/

MS POSITIONS

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MENDENHALL 
IS ACCEPTING BIDS FOR GRASS CUT-
TING AND THE UPKEEP OF FLOWER 
BEDS.  Sealed bids must be received by 
March 28, 2019. Mail bids to: First Baptist 
Church Mendenhall, P.O. Box 366, Men-
denhall, MS 39114.  For more info on job 
description, call 601-955-6953. Proof of 
insurance is required.
IRA SINGLETON, PASTOR EMERITUS 
OF FIRST CHURCH, CARUTHERSVILLE, 
MO., AND FORMER IMB MISSIONARY, 
NOW RESIDING IN JACKSON AREA AND 
SEEKING OPPORTUNITIES TO PREACH. 
Sunday only. Compensation can be limited 
to reimbursable expenses within 75-mile 
radius of Jackson. References available. 
(901) 737-5165.
AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE VACATION 
CONDOS: GULF SHORES & ORANGE 
BEACH, AL.  Rent direct from Christian 
Family Owners, lowest prices on the Beach, 
www.gulfshorescondos.com, 251-656-
4935, 205-556-0368, 251-752-2366.
HOPPER STAINED GLASS: Custom 
windows, restoration and repairs, safety and 
insulated glass, custom aluminum and wood 
frames. Statewide 601-502-0202, www.
hopperglass.net.

WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT.
COM. Christian owned Don & Rita Sebren. 
601-992-2092. All home improvements, 
siding, energy efficient windows, metal & 
shingle roofs, screen & sunrooms, patio 
covers, decks, room additions, kitchen & 
bath upgrades. 
GET THE BEST RATES ON: Health 
Insurance and Medicare Supplements. Call 
1-800-541-8196 or visit www.TurnerInsuran-
ceOnline.com.
CHURCH PEW UPHOLSTERY, FREE 
ESTIMATES:  Davis Upholstery, Quitman, 
Miss., phone 601-776-6617. 
WINDOW AND SCREEN SHOP — Windows 
and storm windows built to fit your opening. 
Plus new window screens and rescreen old 
screens. Call Tom Cook 601-709-4879. 
PULPIT SUPPLY AVAILABLE:  Retired 
Southern Baptist Navy chaplain available for 
Sunday pulpit supply on short notice (pastor 
illness, vacation, rest, etc.). 100 mile radius 
of Hattiesburg. Deacon of Hardy Street 
Baptist Church. Graduate of New Orleans 
Baptist and Fuller Theological Seminar-
ies. References available. Compensation 
unimportant. Contact him at 601-408-4608 
or bennyhornsby.com

CLASSIFIEDS

My mother, Ellen 
Digby, taught me my 
English grammar and 

word usage, just as my father, 
Eugene Digby, taught me 
preaching and ministry. I also 
learned much of my enuncia-
tion and phonics from her — 
but that is another story for 
another time.  She knew her 
grammar, having been a high 
school English teacher for 
over thirty years.  I welcomed 
her constructive criticism of 
my preaching/teaching, as 
well as my everyday talk.  She 
understood that speech is like 
sports — we play the way we 
practice.  Whatever I hope 
to be in the pulpit, I need to 
be in my daily walk and talk.  
The other six days will affect 
and determine what we say 
and do on that other day.

There are pairs of words we 
often interchange and misuse.  
When I would say that I was 
“anxious” to do something or 
go somewhere, she would ask 
me, “Are you worried about 

it?”  I knew immediately what 
she had in mind. “Anxious” 
is a negative word, not to be 
used to express positive at-
titudes or joyful anticipation.  
Philippians 4:6 says, “Be anx-
ious (careful) about nothing.”  
The correct word is “eager,” 
not “anxious.”   I am eager for 
the Lord to return to rapture 
us — not anxious.  But, if you 
do not know you are saved, 
you should be anxious — no, 
you should be fearful of the 
return of Christ.

Even “anxious” and “wor-
ried” have different flavors.  If 
we are mindful and know what 
is bothering us and robbing us 
of our peace, we are “worried.”  
At least you know what you are 
worried about.  When we are 
“anxious” we don’t even know 
what is bothering us.

As a child, I would ask my 
mother, “Can I …”  She would 
reply, “Can you?  Do you have 
the ability to do it?” She want-
ed me to say “May I?”  “May” 
means permission; “Can” 
means ability.  Words have us-
age, as well as meaning.

The pair of words I wish to 
discuss with you are “im-
ply” and “infer.”  To “imply” 
means to indicate indirectly, 
to suggest, allude, or hint.  
To “infer” means to deduce 
or conclude from something 
assumed.  We need to stop 
“inferring” what someone 
else may have “implied.” We 
cannot read someone else’s 
mind.  We need to give them 
the benefit of the doubt.  We 
certainly should not jump to 
conclusions what we THINK 
they meant.

Elvis had a hit song named 
“Suspicious Minds.” Far too 
many people today, even 
in the Body of Christ, have 
suspicious minds.  I am not 
asking anyone to ignore the 
obvious — but much contro-
versy in today’s world started 
from something that was not 
obvious, but was inferred 
from something implied.

I understand context.  I 
understand body language, 
facial expression, and voice 
inflection.  But, can we 
please let the words speak for 
themselves?  We spend too 
much energy “reading into” 
what someone says instead 
of listening carefully to what 
they said.  

To “exegete” Scripture is 
needed and appropriate.  But 
to “exegete” every little word 

someone has said or written, 
to find something wrong, is 
never appropriate. Matthew 
7:1 says, “Judge not, that you 
be judged.”  We should never 
speculate or enlarge upon the 
words that are written or said 
by another person.  This is a 
good rule for husbands and 
wives, politicians and voters, 
parents and children, employ-
ers and employees, pastors 
and members.  Let’s take each 
other at face value, and stop 
“figuring out” what is behind 
their words.  Stop INFER-
RING what someone else is 
IMPLYING. A prospector digs 
around trying to find some-
thing.  You can be a word 
INSPECTOR, but don’t be a 
word PROSPECTOR.  

Digby is executive direc-
tor-treasurer of the Christian 
Action Commission. He can 
be reached at (601) 292-
3329/office, (662) 284-9163/
cell, or by e-mail at kdigby@
christianaction.com.
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didn’t know about the tradi-
tion of people having others 
sign their Bibles. That was 
a kind of historical qualifi-
cation... I thought would be 
worth talking about.”

Wayne Flynt, a Baptist 
deacon and history professor 
emeritus at Auburn University 
in Alabama, saw Trump’s Bible 
signing differently. He told AP 
it was “right next to a sacrilege.”

Flynt told Baptist Press it 
was not appropriate for Trump 
to sign Bibles because he does 
not appear to live by Scripture. 

“If Jimmy Carter had signed a 
Bible... I would have no prob-
lem with that.

“Donald Trump signing a 
Bible as if he affirms what’s in 
the Bible” is a different matter, 
Flynt said.

Donnie Anderson, executive 
minister of the Rhode Island 
State Council of Churches, told 
AP, “For me, the Bible is a very 
important part of my faith, and 
I don’t think it should be used 
as a political ploy. I saw it be-
ing used just as something out 
there to symbolize his support 
for the evangelical community, 
and it shouldn’t be used in that 
way. People should have more 
respect for Scripture.”

Hershael York, dean of the 
School of Theology at Southern 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., told 
AP and BP some believers may 
be personally uncomfortable 
with the tradition of Bible sign-
ing — but there’s nothing objec-
tively sinful about the practice.

“It falls into the category of 
personal preference and con-
viction,” York told BP. “There’s 
nothing in the Scripture [stat-
ing] that somehow it defiles the 
Word of God if we write any-
thing on it... I imagine Presi-
dent Trump would have hurt 
[people’s] feelings had he re-
fused to sign the Bible.”

 “For me, the Bible is a very important part of  
my faith, and I don’t think it should be used as a  

political ploy. I saw it being used just as something 
out there to symbolize his support for the evangelical  

community, and it shouldn’t be used in that way. 
People should have more respect for Scripture.”

Donnie Anderson, executive minister of the Rhode 
Island State Council of Churches




